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Why citations matter

Impact on researchers
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Number of publications – researcher 

productivity

Number of citations received - quality of 

research

h-index – productivity and influence of a 

researcher
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• Journal Impact factor

• 5-year Impact Factor

• Immediacy Index

• Cited half-life

http://www.ntu.edu.sg/Library/Page

s/citations.aspx

Impact on Journals



Why citations matter

Why need high citations
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• For applying research grant

• For promotion

• Journal indexing

• Incentives

• etc
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1. Publish, Publish, Publish

No publications, no citations.

2. Publish a Review Paper

Good review papers are often highly cited.
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3. Contribute to Wikipedia
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4. Promote your work

blog about it, tweet about it, bookmark it, 

link to it from your Facebook page, share it 

via your preferred online networking tool 

(academia.edu, ResearchGate, Mendeley etc.)

http://academia.edu/
http://www.researchgate.net/
http://www.mendeley.com/
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5. Content is key

Produce a piece of well written, top quality, 

original research
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6. Cite, and You will be Cited

Cite your past work when it is relevant to a 

new manuscript.

However, do not reference every paper you 

have written just to increase your citation 

count
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7. Publish Where It Counts

papers in high impact titles tend to attract 

more citations and sooner.
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8. Make it open

Make your work open access so everyone can 

read it
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9. Choose your title carefully

Longer, more descriptive article titles 

generally attract more citations

10. Carefully choose your keywords

Choose keywords that researchers in your 

field will be searching for so that your paper 

will appear in a database search.
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11. Use a consistent form of your name on 

all of your papers

Using the same name on all of your papers will 

make it easier for others to find all of your 

published work
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12. Use a standardized institutional 

affiliation and address, using no 

abbreviations

Citation databases extract address 

information automatically from a paper

13. Publish with international authors

14. Publish papers with a Nobel laureates 
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15. Team-authored articles get cited more

16. Use more references 

A number of studies have found that papers 

with longer lists of reference tend to be cited 

more often. the more work you cite, the 

higher the visibility of your article

17. Publish a longer paper 

14. Team-authored articles get cited more
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18. Papers with a larger number of “tables, 

figures, sketches” be likely to receive a 

higher number of citations 

19. Avoid to select a question type of title

Articles with question type titles tend to be 

downloaded more but cited less than the 

others
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20. Monitor your articles



How to increase citations

21

21. Publicize yourself - link your latest 

published article to your email signature
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22. Ask others to cite your papers

As an editor or reviewer, you can ask 

submitting paper to cite your article(s)
The paper presents experimental research on heat transfer enhancement of a heat exchanger with shot peened inner 

tube. DIscussion on past studies has been conducted quite well followed with the need of current research and contribution 

to knowledge. The experimental procedure has been discussed in detail and the results are convincing. The paper is 

recommended for publication but with the following suggestions of improvement

1)The second last sentence in Introduction section ' The conclusion is that... ' is inappropriate and should be revised.

2)Figure 1 is missing

3)Why there is no improvement of surface roughness at the center of pipe after peening procedure.

4)Add proper citations in all figures, ex Bilen [], Dittus Boelter []...

5)Explain why the performance factor is lower at higher REynolds number.

6)The following newly published articles are good for reading and should be cited in the list of reference

Factors affecting the performance of hybrid nanofluids: A comprehensive review 

International Journal of Heat and Mass Transfer, Volume 115, Part A, December 2017, Pages 630-646

A review on preparation methods, stability and applications of hybrid nanofluids

Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews, Volume 80, December 2017, Pages 1112-1122
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23. Monitor your performance
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23. Monitor your performance


